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venerable nobleman he also derived the pleasure of the acquaintance and friendship of the present Earl. Lord Chesterfield had the highest esteem for him, and at his noble mansion he had the liberty of being a constant visitor. His poem on the Rise and Fall of Northern Poetry abounds with allegory and beautiful imagery, and in many instances soars into the sublime. Doctor Parr,1 in a letter on the subject of " Enthusiasm/' one of Jerningham's best works, pays him the highest compliments. He says that many of the expressions are wrought up to a pitch of eloquence, and the debate on the subject is conducted with the perspicuity of argument and the animation of poetry.
Lord Thurlow, whose advice I had asked when perplexed with the conduct of my husband, was always ready to show me every proof of his regard. He was very fond of relaxing from the arduous duties of his office, but had a habit of mixing oaths in his conversation at all times. His Lordship was a Norfolk man, and I think I have heard him say that his father was a manufacturer of the City of Norwich. He received his education in that county, under the Reverend Joseph Brett, Rector of Seaming, a man of great abilities, and a most worthy character. Under his care and instructions, those great talents were called forth, which afterwards raised him to the highest office of the State. He was indebted in his youth to the late Duchess of Queensberry,2 whose interest with Lord Bute first procured him a silk gown. Her Grace
1  Samuel Parr (1747-1825), pedagogue, author, and controversialist.
2  Catherine Douglas, Duchess of Queensberry (d. 1777), was the second daughter of Henry Hyde, Earl of Clarendon and Rochester, and the wife of Charles, third Duke of Queensberry, and the correspondent of Swift and friend of Pope, Prior, Gay, Congreve and Thomson.